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C-FAR’S FIRST 15 YEARS

Founding ¢ Appropriations * Advancements ¢ Today’s Challenges

a not-for-profit corporation, was established in December 1993

Illinois

C-FAR’s creation was highly encouraged by the lllinois General Assembly, Illinois’ food and
agricultural industry, and the state’s research community

C-FAR provides a unified voice for the benefit of industry organizations and elected officials
Critical research needs and opportunities needed to be addressed on a long-term basis

Key elements of the C-FAR mission: (1) securing funding for relevant research and outreach,
and (2) fostering public participation in program guidance

C-FAR is the largest organization of its kind in Illinois. Current members include 59 statewide
food and agricultural associations and 38 public entities (university departments, state
agencies, etc.)

Food and Agriculture Research Act was enacted in 1995

In direct response to the establishment of C-FAR, the State of lllinois enacted enabling
legislation for C-FAR appropriations

Stated purpose of the Act: “...to put a solid foundation of stable and long-term State support
under the important public activity of food and agricultural research while improving
accountability and gathering public input concerning that research”

A stated intent of the Act: “lllinois should be among the top 10 agricultural states in State
funding for its agricultural experiment station...”

The annual C-FAR appropriations are the State’s only funding for a comprehensive food and
agricultural research program

Prior to C-FAR and the Food and Agriculture Research Act

Lack of State of lllinois funding for food and agricultural research — lllinois ranked 26"
nationally in year prior to first C-FAR appropriation

Very little research coordination across programs, universities, and other research-related
entities (i.e., unnecessary duplication of research was being conducted)

No meaningful public sector engagement with researchers. Industry professionals and
researchers had no platform for exchange

No viable accountability and research reporting measures were in place

State of lllinois C-FAR appropriations began in FY96 via the Food and Agriculture Research Act

Widespread consensus that the C-FAR appropriations should greatly elevate lllinois’ food and
agricultural research capacity

Increases in the appropriation from FY96 to FY0O0 — from $3 million to $15 million — were
“planned increases” to enable lllinois’ capacity to more appropriately meet demands
Beginning in FYO3, the appropriation began to be reduced due to State of lllinois budget

difficulties.
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Advancements via C-FAR and the State of lllinois appropriations are highly notable

An unprecedented, organized, and carefully developed food and agricultural research
program now exist

Numerous research benefits have materialized which are enhancing lllinois businesses,
creating jobs, improving lllinois citizens” health and nutrition, meeting consumer food
preferences, advancing sustainability, increasing crop yields, protecting natural resources, and
much more

By leveraging C-FAR appropriations, millions of dollars (namely from the federal government)
have been obtained by lllinois researchers and are further spurring the state’s economy. From
FY03 to FY07, while State of Illinois C-FAR appropriations totaled $22.8 million, the amount of
additional funding garnered from these and previous C-FAR investments was a staggering
$103 million

Never-seen-before accountability and transparency measures are now in place

C-FAR appropriations have a direct impact on retaining and recruiting key research personnel
Due to a meaningful discussion platform for lllinois’ food and agricultural research industry
and research community, research is now much more practical and directly responds to
Illinois’ greatest needs and opportunities

Recent C-FAR appropriation decreases have created many challenges

Illinois has retreated to experiencing the critical concerns which prompted the establishment
of C-FAR and the enactment of the appropriation’s legislation

Illinois is losing its top scientists to states that appropriate greater funding for its food and
agricultural research program

Illinois is forfeiting millions of dollars in federal funding. On average, every C-FAR dollar is
leveraged to realize $4 in additional research funding

With the vast majority of research initiatives being multi-year, even short-term planning for
these initiatives has become impossible due to significant disruptions in research funding
Illinois’ research capability, at the current appropriation level, is tremendously compromised.
[llinois today ranks last in the Midwest and 24 nationally for its investment in food and
agricultural research

State of lllinois C-FAR appropriations have realized a return on investment infinitely beyond what was
initially envisioned. These highly needed appropriations by the State of lllinois, and a soundly
managed C-FAR organization, have paved the way for thousands of hours of volunteer service by
Illinois food and agricultural professionals. Very few, if any, lllinois programs have benefited from
such a dedicated and large coalition of diverse interests.
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